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and’ then, cin’ a: fit of “honey or low 
Spirits, complain that \Cbuiftianity does 
not-make them as good and as happy as 
they were led to expeét from that, aflur- 
ance, that ‘great peace have.they who 
* love the Lord,” and, that.‘ they who 
** wait on-him fball want ne. manner. of 
# thing that is good;” when they lament 
that the paths of religion are not thole 
® paths of pleafantnels” they were led to 
expe; their cafe reminds one of a cele- 
brated phyfician, who ufed to fay, that 
the seafon why his prc(criptions, which 
commonly cared the poor and the tem- 
erate, did fo little good among his.zich 
Joxurious paticnts, was, that while he was 
dabouring to remove the difeafe by medi- 
ines, of which they only took drams, 
grains, and feruples; they were inflaming 
vit by.amultiplicity of injuzjous aliments, 
which they {wallowed by ounces, pret 
ame > 

i Thefe fafhionable Chriftians fhould be 
“princely: shot. there. 925. no half engage- 


“ ment 
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ment ‘made for them at their baptifm ; that 
they are not? partly their own and partly 
their Redeemer’s. He ithat is “ bought 
“ witha price,” is the fole property of 
the purchafer. Faith does, not confit 
Merely in fabmitting the opinions of the 
underftanding, but the dlifpofitions of the 
heart religion is not a facrifice of fen: 
timents, but of affections: it is not the 
tribute of fear extorted from a flave, but 
the voluntary homage of love paid bya 
child. 

Neither does a Chriflian’s piety confift 
in living in retreat, and railing at the prac. 
tices of the world, while, perhaps, her 
heart is full of the fpirit of that world at 
which fhe is railing: tut it confifis in 
fubduing the ipirit of the world, refitting » 
its temptations, and oppofing its praétices, 
even while her duty obliges her to live 
in it. 

Nor is the fpirit or the love of the 
world confined.to thole only who are 
making wfigure in-it; rior ate its opers- 
‘ tions 


236 ON A WORLDLY SPIRIT. 


tions bounded by the precin@s of the 
inetropolis, nor. by the limited regions of 
firft-rate rank and fplendor, She who in- 
veighs againft the luxury and excelles 
of London, and folaces herfelf in her own 
comparative’ fobriety, becaufe her ‘more 
circumfcribed fortune compels her to take 
up with the fecond-hand pleafuires Of fuc- 
@effive watering-places, if the purfue thefe 
pleafures with avidity, is governed by 
the'fame fpirit: and fhe whofe ftill mar. 
rower opportunities ftint her to the pétry 
diverfions of her provincial town, if the 
be ‘bufied in fwelling and enlarging her 
fmaller {phere of vanity and idlenef, 
however fhe may comfort herfelf with 
her own comparative goodnels, by railing 
at the unattainable pleafures of the water- 
ing-place, or the {till mote unapproach- 
able, joys of the. capital, is, governed, by 
the fame fpirit: for the who is as vain, 
as diffipated, and as-extravagant as actual 
circumftances: admit, would: be. as vain, 
ascaifipated, and. as extravagant. as the 
eins gayelt 
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gayelt objedty “of her invedive adually 
are, if the secghacn akan, 
Itis not merely by whar we do thax we 
can_be fure the fpirit ofthe world has no 
dominion over us, but by fairly confider~ 
ing what we fhould probably do if more 
were in our power. 

‘The worldly Chriftian, if 1 cape 
allowed fuch 2 palpable contradiction in 
terms, mult not imagine that fhe acquits 
herfelf of her religious obligations by pay- 
ing in her mere weekly oblation of prayer. 
There is no covenant by which commu+ 
nion with God is reftriéted to an hour or 
tworon the Sunday: the mufi not imagine 
fhe acquits herfelf by fetting apart'a few 
particular days in the year for the exercife 
of ‘a periodical devotion, and then flying 
back to the world as eagerly as if the were 
réfélved to repay herlelf with large intereft 
fot her fhort fit of felf-denial; the ftream 
of pleafare running with a more rapid cur- 
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which one has féen certain’ perfons of @ 
{til lefs ‘correé&t charatter than the clafs 
we have been confidering, return to a 
whole year’s carnival, after the felf-impofed 
penance of a Paffion week, gives a threwd 
intimation that they confidered the tem- 
porary abftraGtion lefs as an aét of peni- 
tence for the paft, than. as a purchafe of 
indemnity for the future. Such bare- 
weight proteftants prudently condition for 
retaining the Popith doétrine of indul- 
gences, which they buy, not indeed of 
the late fpiritual court of Rome, but of 
that fecret, felf-acquitting judge, which 
of its own turpitude, and of the 
i& acquirements of the divine law, has 
eftablithed fupreme in the: tribunal of every 
unrenewed heart. 
But the praétice of felf-examination is 
impeded with one clog, which renders it 
inconvenient to the gay and. 


peculiarly 
worldly : for the royal prophet (who was, 
however, 
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however, hi aslikely as any one to 
be. with the difficulties \ pee 
culiar to greatnels) has annexed as a 
concomitant to “ commiuning with our 
“own heart,” that we fhould * de (ill 
Now this claule of the injunction annihie 
lates the othtr, by rendering it incompat~. 
ible with the prefent habits of fafhionable 
»life, of which Aiilagi is clearly not one af 
‘the. conftiments. it would, however, 
greatly aflit thofe who do not aliogether, 
decline the practice, if they were to eftab- 
lifh into. a rule the habit of detecting cen 
tain fufpicious practices, by realizing them, 
asitwere, to their own minds, through’ 
the means of drawing them out indetuil, 
and of placing them before their eyes 
cloathed in language ; for there is nothing 
that fo effe€tually expofes an abfunlity 
which has hitherto pafled mufter for want 
of fuch an inquifition, as giving it thape, 
and form, and body. How many things 
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pare puermaarynin haves 
evpable ineonfiftency! 
ould ftand the fight of fuch-a:debtor‘and 
~ @reditor account as this :—Jtem ; So mahy 
~ eard-parties, balls, and operas due to the 
in the following year; for'fo many mandials, 
prayers, and meditations ‘paid’ beforehand 
sank the lat fix days in Lent? With 
‘how much indignation foever this fuig- « 
geltion ‘may be treated ; whatever offénte 
may be taken at fuch a combination of the 
ferious and the ludicrous; ‘However’ te 
thay revolt at the idea of fuch a compo- 
‘fition with our Maker, when put into fo 
thany words ; does not the habirual courfe 
ef foie go near to realife fach” a flate- 
ment? * 
. But “a Chriftian’s race,” as avenerable 
Prelate* obferves, * ix inot run at fo many 
“ beats,” byt is a conflunt courfe, a 





Oi A WoRuDLY errrt. -$241 


EE RIT 8 
finners?) Ant 
 jefting at. that “ troubled: fpirie”’ 
- God has declared is his “ acceptable facri- 
“ fice?” God forbid! Such reafonable 
‘retirements have been the pratticgy and 
‘continue fo be the comfort of fimetaf 
the finceteft Chriftians; and wil! continsic 
to be reftirtcd to as long as 
‘that is, as long as the world, fhall lait. It 
is well 10. call off the thoughts, even for 
a thort time, not only frona fin and vanity, 
Mes on Bas Oh vik vee ae 
nef and the laudable concerns of life's 
and, at times, to annihilate, as'it were, 
the fpace which divides us from eternity 7 


"Tis greatly wife to talk with our palt hourg j 
And aft them what report they bore to heaven, 
Anthem they sighs havetorms sate tent ates, 


eee, srizh vain 


oe 
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Seen. in town, who, retire, pana 
poppe magic rages 
the pleafures, .. 
which Sia in 

pa io to “be feared that 
fych a fhort feceflion, which does not 
even. pretend to fubdue the prmciple, but 
merely fufpends the adt, may_only ferve 
te fet a keener edge on the appetite, for 
the pleafures they are quitting? _ Is it not 
to be feared that the bow may fly back 
with redoubled violence from having been 
unnaturally bent? that by varnifhing over 
a life of vanity with the tranfient externals 
of a formal and temporary piety, they may 
the more dangerouily fin over the trou- 
blefome forenefs of a tender confcience, by 
Tying “i 

«Thin Mattering. unétion to the foul ? 

Saale Sa thons bee wh 


ake: 

‘Slo wih he lng ba dcr 
ieetne For, ad 
pom, . 
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pore spf a worldly’ piéry, eo cOnfider’ 
Chatianity be a thing’ which carihot, “ime 
deed, fafely be omitted, bilt Which is to 
be got over; a certain quantity of which iéy 
as it were, to be taken in the himp, with: 
long intervals between the repetition’ IP 
it not among its delufions to confider r 
gion as impofing a fet of iardffiips, 
muft be occafionally encountered in order 
to procure a peaceable enjaymient ‘of the 


fulfilled, the acquitted (Chriftian, having 
paid the annual demand of a rigorous 
requifition, fhe may now lawfully return 
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bent, in joyfully returning tq the objects 
of its real, choice? Whereas, if it not clear 
nm the other shand, that if the, xdligious 
exercifes bad produced the: effect which it 
js the nature of true religion to prodace, 
the penitent coud not return with herold 
fom Figg mga to thofe habitssof: the 
world, from, which the pious..weekly 
“mfinyals, through which fhe hasbeen Jae 
bouring with.the pun@uality of an almanac 
ayo the day, and the accuracy of a bead- 
roll, as tothe number, was intended by 
‘the devout authors to refeue their 
Nader? 
I am far from in§imvating, that this 
Tieral fequeltration ought to be prolonged 
throughout the year, or that all the days 
of bufinels are to be made equally days of 
folemnity and continued meditation. 'Thig 
garth is a place in which a much larger 
portion’ af a @mmot: Chriftian’s time 
mutt be affigned to aition than to con- 
‘templation, “Women of ‘the higher clafs 
were not fent into she world to thun 


my a ~ 


“ 
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fociety, improve kt. “They were nut — 
of folitudes and monafturies, but for tHe 
amiable, and endearing, :and ufeful offiéet 
of focial life : they are of 9 religion 

‘does not impote idle aufteritiés, but 

alive duties ; a religion of which the mol 
benevolent sdtions require to be 

by the pureft motives; a religion 

does not condemn its followers to the corte |» 
paratively eafy talk of feélufion from the — 
world, but affigns them the tnofe difficult | 
provinde of living uncorfupted in it; @ | 
religion which, while it forbids them to 
* follow a miltitude to dé evil,” inelddes 
in that prohibition the (in of doing neebing, 
and which moreover enjoins them. to bé 





required, yet That thie: fame and 

fomper which one hopes is: t 

be Pe ote 
R3 liation, 
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| omar mere ams Ra 
extended.thronghontall the periods ofthe: 
year’, And when that'is really the-cafej: 
when once the fpirit of religion thall indeed. 
govern.the heart; it will not only animate; 
her religious ations and cmployments, bub! 
will gradually extend itfelf to ithe’ chafe, 
tifing her converfation, will difcipline her 
“Thdughts, influence her’ common bufinels, 
and fan&tify her! very pleafures. Iyaary 

But it fhould feem that many, who 
enpertsina goacral notioh: of Chrifiadldiaty 
donot confider it as of univerfal and 


timesion fome. To the attention of fuch 
we would recommend that very explicit 


dbferve the aa er 
the» not ‘confant will 
thesterm: daily. Thefé two litle 
Sipe nies saa 


rary ats of piety, which fome 
to-commute for habitual thoughtleffnefsy ©) 
‘There is indeed fearcely a more ‘ 
being than one who, infteadof making her 
religion the informing priticiple of all the 
does, has only juft enough to keep her itr 
continual fear ; be veapsesber of) 
ftinted. exercifes with a fuperttitious, kind, 
of terror, while her general life thows thas, 
the love of holinels is not the governing 
ptinciple in her heart; who feems to 
pea saripgrtcalagng S| 


“ wherewith Chrift has made. ys raid 
Letit not be thought a ludicrous invention,. 
pis em ‘in Png 
itt 

oo sami 


aa 
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fit! Chuzch om very” cA day, "ama 
remarking with a good deal of i 
how much ‘the had fuffered in the”! 
Sasa oe sar Sinz, seemed aap 
fF -with emphatically adding, “ that the: 
Peis weal aie way 
tigre ig. no permanent Comfort’ ia? 
‘teligion, fhort of that by which the 
Chriftian ftrives that all his ations 
fhall baye the Jove of God. for their mo-) 
tive, ‘and the glory of God,.as well as his 
‘own falyation, for end; while to go 
about. to balance one’s good and bad! 
a@tion# one againit the ether, and to take 
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Seagtongeorel tel of ous, atalon, 
meals a » Our : 
foynd, but they may not be i 7 
our adtions may be corre@, but they may. 
want the fandtifying principle; our frames, 
and feelings may form, muy they a 
devout, but they may. be hei 

mere animal fervour; even, if genuine they 


fons, they are not given;,-but it ie! 


| 


| 


imo ow mgmt ¥ 


Chriftian tempers which moft infallibly 

dicate the fincere Chriftian, and. bell. pro 

pare him for the heavenly flat... 
But 1 am aware thar a better, cat 
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withiey have. lintle og invthe Wife 
-they are leading, yet they break 
with the worlds: they cannot fly in the’ 
“Sfice of cuftom; it does not become! 
® individuals \like them to oppofe the tor 
“:rentof fathion.” Beings fo-interefting, 
abounding with engaging, qualities; | who: 
notonly feel the beauty of goodnels, but’ 
-ef@uerence.the truths of Chriftianiry, and 
are awfully looking for a general judg. 
Ment, one is grieved to hear lament 
“ that they only do as others dos” when. 
they are perhaps themlelves of fuch rank 
and importance that if they would begin 
to do tight, others would be brought todo 
as.they did. One is grieved to hear them, 
indolently affert, that * they with it were. 
“ otherwife,” when they poffefs the power 
to’ make it otherwife, by fetting an example 


» Nor are’ they equally backward In’! ‘being 
the firft to appear in a ftirarige futhion; (oer 
ari ofte 8 often excites wonder, and femal 
tines even offends agaiinft delicacy. Let” 
Soechos wh dons i plodlarsacdllP 
onily ‘on ‘occafions ay renee ade 


and who fay “ We only‘do as others do,’ 
arewillitig: to ran thestre~ 
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| fgzmity.t0 the world, one 

with 4 paramount autho: 

hid, “ Be ye aot conformed to the world!" 
S Nay, it is urged:as the very badge and dif 


the 
“oftiendthip of the world centre 
)God.”" 

le ccelion wepteloseaine wage 
ever perbaps'more irrefiftible than in the 
ays which immediately preceded the 
Deluge. And no-man could ever ‘have 
pleaded the fa/bion in order to  juitify 
a criminal affimilation with the reigning 
thansers, with more propriety than'the 
Patriarch Noah. He had the two grand 
and contending objets of terror to ens 
counter which we bave; the fear of ridi- 
cule,.and the fear of deftrugtion ; the 
dread of fin, and the druad of fingularity. 
@ur caule of alarm is at lealt equally 
prefling with his; for it does not appear, 
even while he was a@ually obeying the 
‘Divine command‘in providing the means 
end of 


fymptoms impending: “flint. 
thar in one fenfe: ber mighe"hive 
pleaded at an excule for fackneft of 
paration, “thet all things 

they were from the beginning ; While 
many of us, though the ftorm is “adka= 
ally begun, never think of providing thé 
tefuge: though we have had a fulles. . 
tevelation, have feen Scripture ill 

prophecy fulfilling, with every awful 
cumftance that can either quicken she moft 
eine abaec eae 


Tenatesmdidan ete in 
ing the fafhion was Rtronger than you'estt 
produce. While you mult fee that many 
are going wrong, he faw that none’ were 
going right. “All flefh bad corrupted 
* his! way’ before God ;"" whillt, bleffe 
be God | "you have fill inftances enodgh 


you, (for-every one aca 
i . 


I i iiiidaian 


Pig own.) your! poe eit tse 


pith ara ep a 
Sep of \a whole ‘united ‘world ‘to 

5 he:had literally the exarnple of ‘the 
whole face of ithe ‘earth to uppofe!” The 


“fear of man” alfo would’ then “have 
beena more pardonalyle fault, whert the 


__ Jiggs» of the fame’ individuals who were 


likely-to excite refpect or fear was ‘pro- 
longed many-agesyothan it can be in the 
fhort period now afigned to human’ life. 
How lainentable then that Opinion thould 
opetate fo powerfully when it is but the 
breath: of a aang eaee amg ‘fo'thort- 
lixedy-:. J ae MAgoulion 
i ne as Sala 4 
sea ereeeke ? * 


Nou-who find sty dilieattga dotted 
; tho individual allurement of one modifh 


dup it, would. be a,foolith. prefamptiom 
‘.to hope that ene tamily can offeGa 
“ change in the fate. of .the world? 
In. your own cafe, ,howeyer, i 


deliver his own foul? was it no ) 
refcue the fouls of his whole family? 
A wile man, will neyer) difige fromthe , 


world in trifles. pape an ol 

Afmthinangi © sort ‘ie when 
we fafely’ cang..fuch., compliance 
our iittidrmaee 
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the. 


occafions, 
obliges us todiffer. ‘Thofe who are prii+ 
‘dent will cheerfully conform to all iteinmo- 
-eent ufages; but thofe who ate Chtiftianit 
‘will be ferupulous in defining whieh ate 
Teally innocent previous: to their ¢onfor- 
tity to them. Not -whae the world; "but 
~ Suhat the Gofpel ‘calls’ innocent “will be 
otmd at the prand fcrutiny’ to Have Been 
Yeally fo. A difcreet Chriftian will take 
Wue pains to be convinced ‘he? i#* right 
before he will prefume te be fingular: bur 
from the inflant he is perfeaded'that the 
Gofpel is tyne,-and ‘the world ‘of Coutfe 
‘wrong, he will no lonjger" tik’ his’ fafety 
‘by following multitudes, or his ful by 
ftaking it on human opinion. “All bur 
moft dangerous ‘miltakes: arife from our 


mutable ftandard of human by 
which it Seeeueertnabietae: 
Gf charatterss’ Por this latcer fhandird in 
rv 'ity ie finite 


oe xwontony sent, 3 3 


the notorionfly bad allow j 
‘The Gofpel -has an univerfal, the world 


has adocal tandard of roodnef¥> in Ger 
tain focieties certain vices alone are ditho: 
Aourable, fueh as covetwufitefs and cows 
ardice; .while-thofe fins of which our Sa 
viour has faid, that they which commie > - 
them. “ fall not inherit the kingdow of” 
“ Gody” detraét nothing, from the refpect! 
fome perfons’ receive. © ert 
chara@ers whom the dilmighty has ex. 
prefsly, and awfully declared“ He will ” 
& jndge*,” are. received, are admired, are” 
canefi jm that. which call ifelf the belt” 
company. 
Rot to weight wBiine by dite natier™ 
ard nowy when» we know they will be 
judged by dnother “hervafter, would *be 
recht dah of any dag 
bw ie Se aoe 
ard Rt ad 


XO. So" tranbietionie 


=eee 4 Lag 
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tranfadions but. thole\.wbi 


imenclts.of| eternity. 2 bie ae 
“Sthou 2”, is. amore {pecific,. 
than;any .comparative viewsof ourjown., . 
habits: withthe habits Of others:s(;andsagy 
the final -bawshtowill- be’ of stele tail. aa: 
our actions have rifen abovethofe of bad 
men, if our views and principles fhall. be 
+ found to ‘have been in oppofition to the 
Gofpel of Chritt. 
S Nor is their praice more commend- 
able, who are ever on the watch to pick 
our the worft aétions of good men,, by 
Way of juftifying their own condué on 
the comparifon. The falults»of the beft 
men, * for there is nota ja(tman upon 
“ the earth who finneth not,” can in no 
wile juftify the errors of the worlt: and 
it is not invariably the» example of even 
good men that we mult take for our un- 
rule of condué: mor is it by a 
adion that either they or we fhall 
be ged for in that café who could be 
as 2 364 - faved? 
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dottrine of redemption.—The necefity of 

"a change of heart, atid of the divine in- 

vq Aluences to produce that change.—With a 
Sretch of the Chrifiian charafters 


Tue author having in this. little work, 
taken a view of the falfe notions 

“imbibed in early'Tife from a bad education, 
and of their pernicious effects ; and haying 
attempted to point out the refpettive re. 
medies to thefe; the would now draw all | 
that has been faid to a point, and declare 
plainly what the humbly conceives to be 
the fource whence all thefe falfe notions 


i wg ea al ed 


AS. 


SS gata thee 


Pada ow en =) 


exert a 
outro *cifterns, ‘broken Gf 
Pour oy et no Wwatet.”” “Te 
aii Tytioratice"pale "BARE of whit « * 

th the remedy, theter, 
fore, ahd ech at, sates ae 
plied with any grofpett of fccels, it Runt? 
O1ON, ahd by R ction the would be under’ 
food to meant Gofpel of Jefas Chritt.* 

ic has been, before hinted, that Religion. 
fhould be tanght at an early period of 
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* finks into nothing; it seams not fufficient: 
‘to fpeak’ on. the dottrines and duties of. 
“Chriftianicy in detached parts,. but itis. of 
@importance to point, out, though in a brief 
> manner, the mutual dependance of one 
doGtrine upon another, and the infipence 
¥ which thefe dogtrines have ‘upon the heart 
jand life, fo that the dyties of Chriftianity 
osmay be feen to grow out of its doctrines « 
by which it will Appear that’ Chriftian 
Yirtwe differs ially from Pagan :"itt is 
of a quite different kind: the plant’ itfelf 
is different, it comes froma diffefent root, 
_ and grows in a different foil. 

It will be feen how the humbling doc- 
trine of the corruption of human nature, 
which has followed from the corruption 
of our firlt parents, makes way for the 

‘bright, difplay of” redeeming love: how 
from the abating thought that * we are 
x epeeadbed. it ry st te 





: srrommeitercrianiny. © 1063 | 
Lowdt the fpirig beeaule they arefpitityally 
) se Gifeerhed ‘how from tis humiliating 
© Vike J6F the-Bepegigh, as well ax The 
% huméa faldreyowe areyito ~ 
tur tothe “animating »do@riney. ithe: 
HE OF divine afitiance: So that; thobgh’ 
Hadith “tatare will sspauefrom Chi ee 
CGN Adeply Wegraded Mite, arid Weoalee 
quently “aif have caule for’ humiliry, fer * 
ot one has caufe’ for Yefpair? thé diftate 
soindecd. is dreadful, ° bil a phyficiah is 
» at abd, Both, able and wing Ce 
us: though we are natdrally Wi 
cont ftfength, our help is laid upoat’one that 
watt is mighty.” * 
pou We fhould obferve then, that the doc. 
ody trines. of our Saviour are,” if ‘may fo 
e ffpeak, wich a beautiful con at all 
~. woven. into one piece. We all ge 


tia) . 


Aba ON <THE DOCTRINES -OF 
always, arife, from, the. conyjétion yof our. 
want, of Him)..that without a’ firin per. 
fyafion,.that the Holy. Spirit canoalone. 
Feftore, our fallen naturc,, repairthe ruins 
of fin, and renew the image of Godupon - 
the heart, we never {hall be brought ta. 
ious, humble prayer for “repentance 3 
pos nig a 
. Tepentan » there is no falvation =, for: 
r igh Chrift hag died for us, and con- 
t to him alone we- muft look as 
a’ Saviour, yet he has himfelf declared 
that he will fave none but true penitents, 


ON <THE DOCTRINE OF HUMAN COR+: 
RUPTION. 


“Te come. now to 4 more particular. 
fatement of thefe doctrines. When an 


yawks 









which) isthe narural ftate of 
both info the world. ‘To this 
is important to conciliate the minds, F 
efpecially of young perfons, who are: 


morofe, unamiable, and iloomy idea : 
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‘would have been no ficknefs ; fo tharevery 
smedicalprofeflor is a fariding 
thifad truth, Sin not only broughtfick. 
nefs but deathinto the world; confequently 
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274% «HUMAN CORRUPTION. 
» Manin his natural and amibelieving flate 
is likewife reprefented asin-a (tate of guilt, 
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